Insect Collection Guidelines/Directions

Each 7th grade Life Science student will compile a collection of insects’ due in the fall of their 7th grade year.  The display will be placed into a case, container or box on a piece of foam board of some type.  A cover must be placed over the collection to protect it during transfer and storage in my room.

All the insects need to be pinned and labeled.  Pins should be placed through the thorax of the insect as in the diagram below.
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For very small insects that a pin will not fit through, cut a small triangle shape out of an index card.  Pin the card and then glue your insect with a dab of glue onto the end of the point of the triangle.


Labels must contain the following information in this EXACT ORDER!  
1.  Common Name of the Insect – (Do not use scientific names.   Some guides give you that name(especially the Kauffmans guide).  If so please google the common name.)
2.  Scientific Order of the insect.  (Make sure you find orders not families, orders usually end in the letters optera. Some examples are Coleoptera, Diptera, and Lepidoptera)

3.  Date of Capture

4.  Collectors initials

Labels must be done neatly and orderly.  Each insect must have its own label below or next to the insect in the collection.  Typing the labels is a requirement of the project.  Each insect must be numbered.  Place the number on the label itself.  Inside the collection, insects must be grouped together with others from the same order.   Some students have placed them in rows or boxes with their kin, others have chosen to use different colored labels for the different orders.   Whichever you choose make the separation very clear.
Parental Help:  Parents are certainly encouraged to get involved in the assistance of the project but the majority of the work must be student completed and driven.  The project has great family implications so enjoy time outdoors as a team.  Identification will be very challenging, as well as capturing certain species.  Parents and siblings are often very useful in these endeavors.   No adults should be typing any labels for their children.  Construction of a box or case is also a great way to work together as a team.
Grading:  Students earn their grade based on the Quality and Quantity of the collection.  In order to attain a particular grade I will follow the rubric below.

35-40 correctly labeled insects…………………………. A Range

30-34 correctly labeled insects…………………………. B Range

23-29 correctly labeled insects…………………………… C Range

15-22 correctly labeled insects……………………………… D Range

Failure to complete the project will result in a 0.

Quality of the collection also plays a large role in the determination of the grade.  (Example 26 insects sloppily placed in a box will not get you a C

The box or case the project is submitted in is not included in the grade.  Many students that choose to keep their projects for the long term choose to use a case for preservation.  It is suggested that you place moth balls in a corner to keep other insects out of the case if you intend to keep the collection.  Look online how to put mothballs on a pin head.

Identification guides and nets are available on overnight loan from Mr. Gallaher every night after school.  It is recommended that you pick up a good insect guide at a library or book store for more extended usage.  Since the project has been around since 1998 many former students have guides that I would suspect they would loan you for the project.  The best guide is Kaufman’s guide to insects.  It is available on Amazon for about $17

Extermination of the insects:  Two common methods used to prepare the bugs for pinning is using a killing jar with nail polish remover or freezing the insects in jars.  The killing jar will be demonstrated at school.  In the killing jar method, very shortly after death (1 day max) the insect should be removed from the jar and pinned.  If you use the freezer method, which I recommend, you can keep your insects in the freezer right up to the time of preparation.  Keep all your insects in a safe place where pets, mice, and younger siblings can not get to them.  I have seen catastrophes created by all of the above.

Three insects are not permitted for reasons Mr. Gallaher will explain in class.   Praying Mantids, Monarch Butterflies and Honey Bees.

When collecting insects if you go on private property it is expected that you would have permission to be there.   One site is off limits for collecting and that is Wildwook Park Nature Center by HACC and the farm show.   Please do not collect on their property!
Extra Credit:  Insects correctly identified above 40 can be used to earn up to 10 extra credit points.  These points will be awarded based on the same criteria as the other points. Extra correct insects will also replace mistakes made on any identification of the first 40.

Late projects will be accepted but no extra credit is available on late projects, and the letter grade drops one grade level for each day the project is late.
For students and families with reservations regarding the traditional insect collection, an alternative assignment is available upon request of the teacher.
Project due date is Monday Sept 16, 2019
